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ACDC’s 2015 Business Improvement Grant 

In accordance with ACDC's commitment to business retention 
and growth, the Business Improvement Grant was created  
two years ago.  In 2013 and 2014, the 50/50 matching grant 
funded $52,000 toward 59 projects that improved business  
aesthetics, safety or function. Applications for the 2015  
Business Improvement Grant were accepted during the month 
of April, and this year's grant review committee, comprised of 

ACDC Board members Craig Corken and Lori Seymour and community representatives Shaun 
O’Riley and Becky Jones, met in May.  Applications were reviewed to ensure that each project 
aligns with the goals of the grant and that each business provided all pertinent information.  In 
the end, forty local businesses were approved for grants!  
 

Projects funded cover the gamut of business improvement needs.  This year's grant will help 
fund signage, facade and exterior upgrades, industry-specific equipment, and enhanced parking 
areas.  ACDC’s contribution to each project will not exceed 50% (or $1,000) but many requests 
were for less.  The businesses are investing a total of $136,871.54 in these projects and ACDC 
grant funds will total $35,768.36. 

Just living  
is not  

enough… 
one must  

have sunshine,  
freedom,  

and a little 
flower.  

Hans Christian 
Anderson 

 A Perfect 10 
 Baer & Associates, Inc. 
 Bar-Tran Co LLC 
 C&M Equipment 
 CJ's Café 
 Clodfelter Insurance Agency 
 Colfax Farmers Mutual 
 G&J Scott LLC 
 Country Creations 
 David L Scarbrough DDS LLC 
 Daybreak Café 
 Do It Best Hardware 
 Fairfax Agency 
 G&J Scott LLC 
 Groovy's Cuts & Tees 
 Hippos Happy Car Auto Wash 
 Jeff Jakub Rental 
 Jim Judy Rental 
 Kristy's Cakes 
 Law Office of Brett Hurst 
 Lucas Ag and Turf 

 

 Meek & Sons Plumbing and     
Heating LLC 

 Oswald Crow LLC 
 Paula's Family Hairworks 
 Pfeil's Rentals 
 Powell Chiropractic 
 Quality Auto Repair 
 Quilters Boutique 
 Rock Port RiversEdge Campground  
 Simmons MFA Service LLC 
 Rock Port Oil Co 
 Ronnie Martin Trucking 
 Sean R Kroeger Insurance 
 Simmons MFA Service 
 Stolt’s Fitness 
 Tarkio Glass 
 Tiemeyer Farms 
 True 2 U Autobody and Repair 
 Umbarger Pest Control 
 Watts Cleaners 
 Wildhorse Bar & Grill    

The 2015 Grant Recipients are as follows: 

Congratulations to this year’s grant recipients.  
We are so proud to support your efforts to invest in yourselves! 

Photo courtesy aultparksunrise.com 



community organizations such 
as Atchison County  Wholesale 
Water Commission, Tarkio 
Renewal, and others.  In  
addition, ACDC  collaborates 
with county, regional and 
state organizations to better 
our county. 

 

ACDC was organized in the 
1970s as a volunteer board.  
Since 1995, ACDC’s board 
and full-time staff have 
worked to improve the  
business climate in Atchison 
County.  Today, ACDC staff 
provides support to  

 

   The Mission of ACDC is  
to initiate, stimulate and  
facilitate opportunity in  

Atchison County through  
economic and community 

development. 

A few things helping to keep ACDC busy... 
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ACDC’s  

website  

has a  
BUSINESS 

DIRECTORY! 
Did you 

know?   

Is your  
business 

listed?   

Please  
review your 

listing  
and let us 

know if 
changes are 

needed.  

About ACDC 

EEZ Activity 
 EEZ is an incentive tool that allows Atchison County to offer property tax abatement on   

improvements to real property.  It is designed to target and incentivize specific industries 
(value-added, producer driven agriculture; research and development; distribution and 
wholesale except fireworks; telecommunications; manufacturing; computer programming, 
data processing/storage; high tech fields; wind energy) and to create jobs.  Abatement terms 
differ depending on the industry, but all projects must create a minimum of 5 new jobs held 
by Atchison County residents. 

 Several companies have expressed interest in this program in the past few months. In April,  
in conjunction with the County Clerk and County Assessor, ACDC gathered the EEZ advisory 
committee, comprised of several recently appointed members, to review the EEZ process.   
A public hearing was held in June for the Rock Creek Wind Project—stay tuned to see what 
develops from this project and others! 

Regional Conversations 
 Not only must we act on a county-wide basis on economic development efforts, when it 

comes to recruitment, we must also act regionally.  ACDC has been working with economic 
developers in Nodaway County and Gentry County in an effort to better promote and      
market all available buildings and sites in our region. 

 Your ACDC Director holds leadership positions in both Northwest Roundtable of Economic 
Developers and Missouri Economic Development Council.  ACDC connects regularly with the 
Missouri Department of Economic Development and the Missouri Partnership.  ACDC locates 
and utilizes resources outside of our county and maintains relationships with individuals and 
organizations that want to help our county thrive.  

Business Leads & Recruitment Efforts 
 This spring, ACDC provided information on local     

buildings and sites in response to project leads from 
our state partners.  

 ACDC continues to pursue ideas for any and all of     
our vacant and available buildings. If you have ideas, 
please pass them along!  

ACDC’s website was redesigned in 2010 and has been    
updated in the years since.  The purpose of the update  
is to make the site mobile-friendly, to increase usability 
and functionality, and to add some additional features.  
If you haven’t visited www.atchisoncounty.org for a 
while, stop by.  Call or email and let us know what you 
love, what you hate, what you want to see! 

On the horizon: a new and improved website! 

http://www.atchisoncounty.org


Page 3 Volume 3, Issue 2 Page 3 

Thoughts from your 
ACDC Director… 

 

The faces on the left are 

four of the MANY driven, 

intelligent, hard-working 

2015 graduates of  

our Atchison County  

high schools.   
 

I am so thankful our 

alums grew up in a place 

where everyone knows 

your name and cares 

about what you’ll do 

next, for better or 

worse!  Though that may 

not always feel like a 

blessing, those who did 

not experience this life 

are often envious.  
 

Here’s a timely quote:  

“I like to see a man 

proud of the place in 

which he lives. I like  

to see a man live  

so that his place  

will be proud of him.”  

(Possibly attributable to 

Abraham Lincoln-we’ll 

never know!) 
 

This quote gives two sets 

of marching orders.  

First, to our county: 

create conversations, 

events, organizations 

and moments that will 

make our alumni proud 

to be from here. Live so 

our kids will be proud to 

say where they’re from.  

Second, to our alumni:  

whether you stay, go, or 

return (yes! do that!),  

Do Good Things,  

portray the values we 

(hopefully!) modeled for 

you, and continue to 

make us proud to claim 

you as one of our own. 
 

- Monica  

Congratulations to the 2015 ACDC Scholarship Recipients! 

A special message to the 2015 Atchison County High School graduates from 
Fairfax, Rock Port and Tarkio: 

Did you know that YOU are the reason we come to work every day?  At ACDC, we strive to 
ensure that your home will be a place where you can live, work and raise a family. 

 

We are proud of you and all that you represent. You have worked hard to get to this point, 
and we are honored to have been able to witness 
your successes.  As you experience the next phase 
of your lives, please remember that we are here 
cheering you on.  No matter where life takes you, 
never forget: 

you are always welcome at home! 

For several years, ACDC has given a $1,000 scholarship to a graduate from each Atchison County 
high school. The purpose of the scholarship is to assist a worthy graduate with funding post-
secondary education, particularly when that education can help a student establish a livelihood 
in Atchison County.  ACDC recognizes the need to encourage and support not only traditional 
undergraduate education, but also career and technical training.  This year, ACDC expanded its 
scholarship program to offer a $1,000 award in each of the following categories, for a total of two 
scholarships per school: 

 2-year community college/tech school program (Ashlynn) 

 4-year undergraduate degree (Trevor, Amber and Emily) 

ACDC is proud to recognize the recipients of this year’s ACDC Scholarship.  As always, the pool of 
candidates was impressive, and the decision was not easy.  We congratulate all our applicants on 
their incredible achievements during their years in Fairfax, Rock Port or Tarkio.   

Amber Cook,  
Rock Port 
Amber plans to attend 
Peru State College and 
major in Business, and 
hopes to work at         
Cooper Nuclear. “I fully 
plan to give back to this 
community not only 
monetarily but also 
through volunteer work.“ 

Trevor Brown, Fairfax 
Trevor plans to attend 
Missouri Western  
State University and  
earn a BS in Nursing and 
hopes to work at CH-F 
and continue First                  
Responding. “Doing 
these things would be 
my small part in making 
Atchison County a better 
place.” 

Emily Graves, Tarkio 
Emily plans to attend the 
University of Missouri-
Columbia, majoring in 
Elementary Education, 
and hopes to find a 
teaching job in the area.  
“I want to keep our   
community and area 
alive and providing    
education for our youth 
is one way to help.” 

Ashlynn Daugherty, 
Rock Port  
Ashlynn  plans to attend 
Cosmetology school  
and earn an Esthetic’s 
degree. “I take pride in 
my work and always 
strive to be better at 
what I do. I have always 
dreamed of working in 
this industry and with 
the public. “ 

http://nomadicalsabbatical.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/TM_Home_Sign.jpg 
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Bowling  
River Rock Lanes, 606  S. Main St., Rock Port, 
660.744.9876 
 

Fishing & Conservation 
Visit the Missouri Dept. of  Conservation at  
http://mdc.mo.gov/about-us/get-outside  
 

Golf Courses 
Rock Port Country Club, 18757 225th St.,  
660.744.2590 

Tarkio Golf Club, 1107 Poplar St., 660.736.4776 

 

Parks & Pools 
Fairfax City Park, E. Main St/Hwy. 59  

Fairfax Ballpark, S of Community 
Hospital, Hwy 59 

Niedermeyer Park, block North of 
Main St. on 3rd St., Tarkio 

Rock Port City Park, Swimming 
Pool and Ball Field, Country Club 
Dr. 

Doug Summa Memorial Park, Swimming Pool and 
Ball Field, 3rd St., South of Hwy 136  

Watson City Park, next door to fire station 

Westboro City Park, West end of Main St. 

EVENTS 
 

July: 

 Rock Port 4th of July Fireworks 
Display, City Park at dusk. 

 Wing-Nuts Flying Circus Fly-In 
and Air Show, July 11, Tarkio. Gould Peter-
son Memorial Airport.  
www.wingnutsflyingcircus.com 

 Westboro Wildcat Days, July 17-19.       
Softball tournament, dance Saturday night. 

 Atchison County Fair, July 27-August 1, 
Fairgrounds, Rock Port. Parade, Family Fun 
Day & Rock Port Tractor Cruise Saturday. 

August:  

 Fairfax Fair, August 14-16. Celebrating 50 
years. Parade on Saturday. 

 CH-F Golf Benefit Classic, August 28-29, 
Rock Port Country Club. 

SUMMER FUN IN ATCHISON COUNTY 

We have the corner on the good life... 

Visit us online at 
www.atchisoncounty.org 

If you want something to do this summer, look no further than your own backyard! 

God Bless the USA  
by Lee Greenwood  

 

I'm proud to be an American where at least I know I'm free. And I won't forget the men who 

died who gave that right to me. And I gladly stand up next to you and defend her still today, 

'Cause there ain't no doubt I love this land. God Bless the U.S.A.  

Grange Hall, northern Atchison County. Memorial Day 2015 

Atchison County has a rich heritage of celebrating our freedom and acknowledging the lives  
of those who earned it. Our sincere appreciation to those who helped to provide the  
freedom we recognize on Independence Day and to those who continue to honor it.  

http://www.wingnutsflyingcircus.com/

