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Great Northwest Day 2018 

Great Northwest Day is an annual, cooperative effort by 

Northwest Missouri counties, designed to promote our    

region in Jefferson City and to pursue legislation that is 

beneficial to our citizens.  Established by Leadership    

Northwest Missouri, this event is organized by the 18    

counties that comprise the “Great Northwest.”   
 

Each year ACDC staff and Atchison County citizens travel to the Capitol to join other        

regional leaders and educate legislators on what is happening in our corner of the state.  

GNW Day 2018 is scheduled for February 6-7, 2018.   
 

If you are interested in attending or want to learn more about this event, please contact 

ACDC at (660) 744-6562 or atchdev@rpt.coop. 

Aside from growing and creating businesses in our county, the thing we focus most on is 

workforce programs, specifically tailored to our high school students.  These programs 

are designed around two core beliefs:   

● We believe that when students connect with local adults who have successfully created 

a life here and care about young people, those students see that a bright future is  POS-

SIBLE here in Atchison County (AC).   

● We believe that when employers interact with students, they increase their chances of 

finding quality employees who are invested in this county.   

 

Youth Professionalism Workshop - Juniors 
 

November 20 was our 4th annual Youth Professionalism Workshop.  At this event, we  

provide AC Juniors with helpful advice for their professional lives and introduce them to a 

person working in each of the six career clusters utilized in career planning through the 

schools.  This year we added an entrepreneur component to highlight examples of those 

who have successfully created an AC business from the ground up. 

http://www.leadershipnwmo.com
http://www.leadershipnwmo.com


To initiate, stimulate and facilitate opportunity in Atchison County  

through economic and community development. 
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Thoughts from your ACDC Director… 
 

TOO MANY THINGS to squeeze into this newsletter, so my comments are few.   
 

Several times a month I hear this question, in varying degrees of frustration 

or crabbiness: “What is going ON with this county!?” 
 

My new response is, “I KNOW! Isn’t it amazing!?”   
 

Friends, I know life is not easy. Things rarely go the way we want them to go. 

Some days and seasons, work and home and life are beyond challenging.  
 

But truly, if you can’t see any of the good things happening around this place, 

you aren’t trying.   

#ACisAwesome 

#seriously 

The Mission of ACDC: 

From Enel’s November 14, 2017, press release:    

Enel (EGPNA) has started operations of Rock Creek wind 

farm in the U.S.  Rock Creek is the first Enel project to 

begin operations in the state of Missouri and is the 

largest operational wind farm in the state.  “The 

completion of Rock Creek nearly two months ahead of 

schedule is a testament to the project team’s 

tremendous effort and the continuing support  

received from the local community,” said Antonio  

Cammisecra, Head of EGP.  “We are proud to call 

Missouri home to our second largest operating wind 

farm in the US…”  Investment in the construction of 

Rock Creek amounted to approximately $500 million. 

Rock Creek is expected to generate approximately  

1,250 GWh annually – equivalent to the energy consumption needs of more than 100,000 U.S. households...   
 

Rock Creek/Enel received ACDC’s 2018 Economic Impact Award for many reasons. Here are a few: 
 

● Job Creation: Rock Creek created over 420 construction jobs at peak of construction and is expected to 

create about 10 new full-time jobs in AC. 

● Tax Dollars: With more than 150 leases representing about 250 landowners, Rock Creek will create 

considerable property tax revenue and payments to landowners. Over the 20-year life of the project, the 

project is expected to generate approximately $90M in combined property tax and land lease payments. 

These property tax payments will help fund critical needs in the community including Tarkio and Fairfax 

school districts, the library, and emergency services. 

● Shopko Renovation: EGP-NA renovated the former Shopko building to serve as Rock Creek’s Operations 

and Maintenance (O&M) building. This decision was made to give the project’s neighboring town an 

economic boost, revitalizing a visibly vacant building in the heart of Main Street, and to create an 

opportunity for EGP-NA’s employees to interact more closely with the community. 

Rock Creek Wind Farm: Going Strong! 
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ACDC Scholarships: DUE FEBRUARY 28, 2018 

ACDC’s Fall Youth Career Programs: Recap! (cont. from front page) 

ACDC's annual scholarship program was created to help outstanding AC graduates fund 

post-secondary education and training that can enable them to live, work and create a   

life here.  ACDC offers a $1,000 award to one student from each high school in each of the    

following categories, for a total of two scholarships per school: 

 2-year community college or tech school program 

 4-year undergraduate degree 
 

Applications will be available in each high school counselor’s office by the end of Christmas break and are due 

to ACDC by 3pm on February 28. 

In addition to a crash course on professionalism, students learned over a dozen different ways to make a life 

here. Thank you to the following individuals and businesses for caring enough about the future of our kids 

and our county to give of your time and talents for this workshop!  

● Kent Fisher (Kent Fisher Insurance)  

● Elizabeth Brown (Dusty Trail) 

● Corey Martin (Enel/RCWP) 

● Jennifer Roup (SJC Marketing)  

● Keli Morris (NWMEF) 

● Dana Tracy (MDT Woodworks) 

● Adam Meyerkorth (Meyerkorth 

Aviation) 

● Representative Allen Andrews 

● Ann Schlueter (CH-F) 

● Sheriff Dennis Martin (ACSO) 

● Marshall Oswald (Oswald Farms) 

● Jason Watkins & Angie Vernon 

(Midwest Data) 

● Linda Dewhirst (Cooper Nuclear) 

● Mike Farmer (Tarkio Avalanche) 

Special thanks to our outstanding high 

school counselors and ACDC board 

member Lydia Hurst, whose planning 

and guidance helped make this event 

happen; all employers and speakers 

who gave their time, wit and wisdom 

to the students; CH-F for lunch; and 

the locations that hosted the group, 

including CH-F, Midwest Data, Bank 

Midwest, and Tarkio Avalanche. 

Careers on Wheels - Freshmen 
New this year, Careers on Wheels was held on Friday, October 13, at the Rock Port City Park.  This round-robin 

question and answer event gave AC Freshmen the opportunity to learn about careers performed outside of a 

building or office (“on wheels”).  THANK YOU to the following businesses/organizations that participated: 

Coming in 2018: #MakeACBeautiful  

ACDC is creating a grant program for youth beautification projects in 2018. The application and guidelines are 

still in the works, but the plan is to grant funds to a community beautification project idea from each school 

district.  This will likely be open to 7th - 12th graders.  Keep your eyes open for ways you might be able to help 

your community, AC students!  Stay tuned for details. 

● Mo-Valley Ag 

● Dow Construction 

● CH-F Home Health 

● Midwest Data 

● Double M Towing 

● Farmers City Wind Plant 

● Atchison Holt Electric Coop 

● Atchison County Sheriff’s Office 

● Missouri State Highway Patrol 

● Tarkio Police Department 

● Rock Port Police             

Department 



 

Questions? 

Suggestions? 

Want to learn 

more? 

 

Visit our office... 
405 S. Main Street 

Rock Port, MO 

64482 
 

Drop us a line... 
P.O. Box 243 

Rock Port, MO  

64482 
 

Give us a ring... 
(660) 744-6562 
 

Email us... 
atchdev@rpt.coop 
 

Find us online! 
atchisoncounty.org 

or on Facebook 

 

ACDC Board & 

Staff 
 

Directors: 

 Lori Seymour, Pres. 

 Craig Corken, V. 

Pres. 

 Bob Alldredge, 

Treas. 

 Eryn Stepp, Sec. 

 W.C. Farmer 

 Roger A. Martin 

 Jeff Meyer 

 Eryn Stepp 

 Scott Melvin 
 

Staff: 

 Monica M. Bailey,        

Executive                        

Director 

 Carol Clark,                   

 Administrative             

Assistant 
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#ShopAC: Annual Event or 2018 Trend? 

On November 16, ACDC coordinated our      

second annual county-wide #ShopAC event.  

Hundreds of shoppers were out and about    

that night, proving that we DO have the     

ability to pack our Main Streets!   
 

Congratulations to Dixie Teten, Lanette 

Hogue, Shirley Rader, and Blu Dow for      

winning gift certificates in our #ShopAC 

drawings.   
 

A HUGE THANK YOU to the businesses that participated this year:   

7th Heaven Convenience Store, A Perfect 10 Salon, Atchison County Veterinary Clinic, CH-F 

Auxiliary Gift Shop, Daybreak Cafe, Do it Best Hardware, Ella&Grey, EM's Emporium, Flower 

Mill, Food Country, Groovy's Cuts and Tees, Hidden Beauty, Hy-Vee, KG Buds, Midwest Data 

Smart Store, Odds and Inns Studio, Quilted Farm, Quilters Boutique, Sew It Seams, Stoner 

Drug, Tarkio Avalanche Screen Printing & Signs, The Walnut Shop, The Wood's Shed, Torrey 

Pines, and Trails End. 
 

Our businesses are critical to the fabric of our communities and county.                  

When we check local options first, we always learn more about what our merchants 

have to offer and we increase our sense of community.   

Let’s make a point to support our local businesses throughout the year.   

In 2018, let’s Think AC First! 

Business Improvement Grant: $10,000 available in 2018 
Since its inception in 2013, the Business Improvement Grant has assisted with 118 

different business improvement projects throughout Atchison County.  118 projects!   
 

ACDC designed this program to encourage growth and 

development of existing Atchison County businesses, but 

we’ve also seen an infusion of over $220,000 back into our 

local economy in the form of goods and services from 

Atchison County vendors.  These impressive statistics exist 

because grant recipients invested in themselves and 

leveraged nearly $108,000 in ACDC funds (county tax 

dollars allocated to this office via the 1/4-cent economic 

development sales tax) to complete much needed 

business enhancements.  

  

In 2018, ACDC will offer Basic grants (50/50 matching reimbursable grants, $1,000 

maximum).  $10,000 has been allotted to this fund, and all application paperwork 

(including eligibility requirements) will be available by January 16, 2018. 
 

We will accept applications via mail beginning February 1, 2018.  Applications will be 

considered in the order they were received and will be reviewed by the BI Grant 

committee on a monthly basis.  Applications will be accepted until all funds have been 

awarded.    
 

Contact ACDC (660-744-6562; atchdev@rpt.coop) for more information.  

 

mailto:atchdev@rpt.coop

