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Community Lunches 

Local Funding Opportunities  

Each spring, ACDC hosts complimentary 

lunches around the county that provide 

updates on current projects. Please join 

us at any of the following locations!  
 

Wednesdays, Noon-1 pm:  

Tarkio: March 16  Nutrition Center  

Rock Port: March 23  Country Club  

Fairfax: March 30  Community Room  

Please RSVP (acdc@atchisoncounty.org or 660-744-6562)  
to let us know which lunch(es!) you plan to attend! 

ACDC’s Business Improvement Grant 
 

This reimbursed matching grant program supports projects that improve aesthetics, safety 
and/or function of existing businesses.  Two grants are available: BASIC which equals up to 
50% of the cost of eligible improvements, maximum $1,000; and 2.0 which equals up to 
1/3 of the cost of eligible improvements, maximum of $2,500.  Applications are accepted 
via mail only (P.O. Box 243, Rock Port, MO 64482).  Eligible projects must be approved prior 
to beginning work.  Completed applications (with vendor estimates and project budget) 
will be considered in the order they are received (according to postmark).  Applications will 
be accepted until all funds have been awarded.  Contact ACDC for more information. 
  

Tarkio Renewal’s Property Improvement Grant  

 

In 2022, this grant program will focus solely on exterior painting projects.  The Property 
Improvement Grant is a 50/50 matching grant program, which reimburses up to $1,000 
per project.  Projects must be approved prior to beginning work. Pick up an application 
packet at the Avalanche or contact ACDC.  Applications are date stamped upon receipt 
and considered at TR’s regular monthly meetings.  

Restore Rock Port is raising funds to create new commercial 
space on Main Street.  RRP plans to demo the property at 301 S. 
Main and provide a clean slate and fresh start for the lot, at an 
estimated cost of $45,000.  Since RRP is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, all  
donations are tax deductible.  For more information on how or 
where to give, visit their website at www.RestoreRP.org. 

Opportunity to Support Local Revitalization  

mailto:acdc@atchisoncounty.org
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.RestoreRP.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0fS6_u9CxM211nnDMGfr0wKTQYIOV0Mj9MafJEgmmEgVQfMFlfhbBZDLo&h=AT1iyklB0n1ZRm-wsXfgPYjpNi4cXsjSAxSQlMKRmubttWXSzg-rUzI2htwkS2oy9V5XpokqcRmOgEQWIVN_DuN7pMrICPrv8FkeL3XvMG4jj5NprJlQXxd


ACDC was organized in the 1970s as a volunteer 
board.  Since 1995, ACDC’s board and full-time staff 
have worked to improve the business climate in 
Atchison County. Today, ACDC staff provides support 
to community organizations and collaborates with 
county, regional and state groups to better our county.  

 

The Mission of ACDC: to   
initiate, stimulate and facilitate 
opportunity in Atchison County 

through economic and  
community development. 
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About ACDC 

You are  
slowly  

growing  
but  

you are  
still  

growing  
and that is 

enough.  
 

Dhiman 

ACDC Membership - Thank You!  
THANK YOU to the nearly 116 of you who have sent in your 2022 membership dues.  
We are primarily funded by a 1/4-cent sales tax, but your membership dues enable us 
to stretch those dollars even further.  Your support helps us to  
✓ assist AC youth in their pursuit of education that will enable them to be productive here,  
✓ provide high school students with opportunities to connect with our local employers,  
✓ assist businesses through our grant program and other resources,  
✓ encourage our citizens to celebrate what we have, and  
✓ support worthwhile community efforts.  
 

Your membership support is an encouragement to us.  We appreciate your  
partnership!  

Great Northwest Day 2022 Recap 

On February 1, 185 community advocates 
from northwest Missouri attended the 20th 
Annual Great Northwest Day at the Capitol. 
Citizens from this nineteen-county region 
came together to educate legislators about 
our region and to discuss critical issues.  
 

This year, Great Northwest Day’s priorities 
encouraged legislators to: 
• support ongoing investment in the 

buildout of broadband internet to rural 
Missourians;  

• invest in our rural region’s roads, bridges, 
water, and wastewater projects that are 
essential to the health and wealth of our 
region;  

• support continued investment in Missouri's 
public schools and institutions of technical 
and higher education; and 

• encourage affordable, safe, and reliable 
childcare by simplifying and streamlining 
the process to open childcare centers. 

 

Atchison County attendees met with Sen. 
Dan Hegeman and Rep. Allen Andrews in 
their respective offices and participated in 
the introduction of the Great Northwest Day 
delegation from the House floor.  Governor 
Mike Parson was the keynote speaker at the 
luncheon, and in the afternoon, a panel     
was held to educate attendees on this year’s 
regional priorities.  

AC attendees met with both Sen. Hegeman and 
Rep. Andrews. Pictured L-R: Sondra Davis (Tarkio 
Tech), John Davis (Tarkio Tech), Crystal Woodring 
(NMLC), Kamron Woodring (AC Road & Bridge), 

Monica Bailey (ACDC), Rep. Allen Andrews.   
Other attendees included representatives of 
Atchison-Holt Electric: Kevin Dechant, Duane 

Klute, Hugh Wallace, and Larry Lauman.  

The GNWD delegation being introduced from the 
House floor.  
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Thoughts from 
your ACDC 
Director… 

 

We think about 
growth a lot this time 
of year. In my job, it’s 
been difficult to see 
growth over these 
past two years of 
weirdness. And I’m 
someone who needs 
to look back and see 
growth in the form of 
new programs or 
projects.  I need to 
regularly cultivate and 
create and add new 
dimension to the 
great work ACDC 
does, or I feel like I’m 
not earning my keep!   
 

The quote on the 
opposite page is a 
good reminder for 
any of us who 
struggle with 
perfectionism or the 
need to see progress 
in a time when just 
putting one foot in 
front of the other, 
maintaining solid 
programs and 
services, sustaining 
what we have, and 
not moving backward 
IS growth. 
 

I’m thankful to live in 
a place that truly 
understands seasons 
of planting and 
harvesting, sowing 
and reaping, stillness 
and visible growth.  
And I don’t know 
about you, but I’m so 
encouraged as I look 
around the county 
and see businesses 
and schools and 
organizations that are 
continuing to grow, 
however slowly.   
 

#ACisAwesome 
 
 

~Monica 

Job Shadowing for AC Juniors & Seniors 

Two #MakeACBeautiful grant projects are in the works and will be completed this 
summer. In case you want to start planning for next year, here are the details! 
Dates and deadlines for the 2022-2023 grant cycle: 

Grant guidelines and info available:   April 1, 2022 
APPLICATIONS DUE:       August 31, 2022 
Grant award winners will be notified:   September 2022 - ACDC Annual Meeting 
Projects must be completed by:       July 31, 2023 

Youth Community Beautification Grant: #MakeACBeautiful 

ACDC works hard to show kids (and their parents!) that 
it is possible to make a GOOD life here.  We often hear 
that “there aren’t any jobs here,” but that all  
depends on the type of jobs you envision and your  
priority in life (place vs. vocation).  If we look at the 
300+ businesses in the county, we have everything 
from companies that employ over 50 people to sole 
proprietorships.  We have positions that require a high 
school education and positions that require advanced 
degrees.  We have many successful businesses, where the owner will be retiring in 
the near future, leaving tremendous opportunity in his or her wake.  A bright future 
exists here, and at ACDC, we work diligently to prove it.    
 

Each spring we offer opportunities for AC students to explore careers in the county.  
Working closely with our high school counselors and businesses, we strive to best 
match students with job shadowing experiences that will benefit them as they  
consider their future plans. 
 

• AC Juniors will have the opportunity to choose from a list of local careers and will 
spend time at a business on Wednesday, March 30. 

• AC Seniors will work with a business that aligns with their post-secondary plans to job 
shadow in April.  

 

We are grateful to those of you who will be hosting our students and giving them 
your time, attention and guidance. Thank you most of all for showing them that 
Atchison County is a place where they can be successful in all aspects of their lives.  

Tarkio Tech Scholarship 
ACDC has long supported graduating high school seniors with scholarships for  
traditional post-graduate education.  Several years ago, we added a career/trade 
scholarship for seniors.  However, we recognize that non-traditional students  
in our county may also want to establish or further their careers by pursuing  
additional education.  How fortunate we are to have several diploma and  
certificate options available right here in Atchison County!   

 

ACDC offers $500 Tarkio Tech scholarships for           
individuals who are pursuing a diploma or certificate  
program and intend to live in AC.  In 2022, we will  
award four $500 scholarships ($2,000 total), with  
applications to be considered/awarded in the order  
they are received on a first come first-served basis.   
 

If you have questions or would like an application, please 
contact us at acdc@atchisoncounty.org or 660-744-6562. 



 

Want to learn more 
about what we do 
or suggest how we 
can do better? 
Talk to us! 
 

321 S. Main Street 
P.O. Box 243 
Rock Port, MO 
64482 
(660) 744-6562 
acdc@atchisoncounty.org 
 

Website: 
www.atchisoncounty.org 
 

Facebook/Instagram 
(@atchisoncountydevelopment) 

 

ACDC Board & 

Staff 
 

Directors: 
 Lori Seymour,    

President 
 Craig Corken,      

Vice President 
 Bob Alldredge, 

Treasurer 
 Eryn Stepp,          

Secretary 
 Jill Davis 
 W.C. Farmer 
 Mary Ann Hull 
 Roger A. Martin 
 Jeff Meyer 
 

Staff: 
 Monica M. Bailey,        

Executive                        
Director 

 Carol Clark,                   
 Administrative             

Assistant 
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If performances by our amazing local talent is your thing,  
you have several events to add to your calendar! 

 

March 19-20: Cruising with Community Hospital-Fairfax  (Liberty Theatre) 
April 24: Roddy Barnes, Jazz Pianist (Rotary Theater, Tarkio Tech) 
June 4: Style Show, Friends of the Mule Barn (Thompson Library Banquet Hall, Tarkio Tech) 
June 17-19 / 24-26: Freaky Friday Musical (Liberty Theatre) 
June 25-26: Patsy Cline Revisited-Stephanie McIntosh, Bev Jones, John Davis (Rotary Theatre) 

 

ACDC will be closed on the following holidays: 
Friday, April 15: Good Friday  ●  Monday, May 9: Truman Day  ●  Monday, May 30: Memorial Day 

Upcoming Events 

Coming up in our next newsletter: Summer Fun in AC  
 

If you’re hosting a community event this summer, contact us with 
details and we’ll be glad to include it in our list of AC events.  Our 
next newsletter will include dates for the Doug Summa Memorial 
Car Show, Tarkio Rodeo, Westboro Wildcat Days, Atchison County 
Fair and Parade, Fairfax Fair, Fourth of July festivities and more.  

How is internet service in YOUR backyard?  

 

ACDC and economic development entities  
throughout our region are working with Northwest 
Missouri Regional Council of Governments and  
University of Missouri Extension on a program 
called Digitally Connected Communities. This five-
step structured process helps communities harness public and  
private resources and develop workable broadband access,  
expansion and implementation plans targeted  to each community’s 
 vital needs.  This group will connect with government, business,  
nonprofit organizations and internet service providers.  The end goal  
is a proposal  that addresses our county’s broadband access and use 
needs, especially around health, agriculture, education and economic development, 
which will be used to access American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) broadband funds. 
 

You have two opportunities to provide critical feedback: 

• Community Forums will be held throughout our 5-county region on E-Learning,   
Telehealth, Precision Ag, Digital Manufacturing and Digital Entrepreneurship.  (AC is 
hosting a community forum on the broadband needs of precision agriculture on 
Tuesday, April 5, at 7 pm at the Velma Houts Building.) 

• Community Surveys will be an opportunity for you to provide information on your 
household’s internet needs, usage and availability. This survey will be anonymous 
and will be available after March 21. 

 

Be sure to follow ACDC on social media (@atchisoncountydevelopment) and read AC 
Mail for information on all community forums and to access the community survey link 
once it becomes available. 

The gardener does not make a plant grow.  
The job of a gardener is to create  

optimal conditions for growth. 
 

Ken Robinson 

 


