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One of ACDC's favorite ways to celebrate is to recognize new businesses that have           
recently set up shop around Atchison County.  We are inspired by these hard working     
entrepreneurs who are creating their own futures (and growing our communities!) by 
providing products and services in our county and beyond.   

• Wendy Abdulai is a new stylist at A Perfect 10 Salon in Rock Port and specializes in       
barbering services.    

• CK Outdoor Adventures & Squaw Creek Lodge are two new businesses owned by Chris 
Kryzak in Fairfax. Chris offers guided hunting, fishing and trail riding, and Missouri       
adventures are based out of the lodge in rural Atchison County. 

• Crazy Ginger Stitches LLC, is a custom embroidery business owned by Amy Hughes in 
Tarkio. 

• For the Love of Mud LLC, owned by Brody Vansickle in Fairfax, specializes in drywall     
install and repair. 

• Hale Construction Services, LLC, owned by Trevor Hale in Rock Port, specializes in        
concrete and retaining wall construction.    

In case you weren’t one of the 70 people who attended this year’s celebration of all 
things #ACisAwesome, here is an awards summary for you! 



ACDC was organized in the 1970s as a volunteer board.  Since 1995, ACDC’s board and full-time staff have worked to 
improve the business climate in Atchison County. Today, ACDC staff provides support to community organizations 
and collaborates with county, regional and state groups to better our county. The Mission of ACDC is to initiate,    
stimulate and facilitate opportunity in Atchison County through economic and community development. 

Page 2  

About ACDC 

#CelebrateAC, cont. 
(New businesses, cont.) 

• Happy Hills Gas & Coffee Co., located at Exit 110 in Rock Port and owned by Lance & Tami Lansdown, is 
opening soon and will offer gourmet coffee, stone deck pizza, homemade donuts, fuel and more. 

• Joshua Hayes Handyman Services, based in Rock Port, offers all manner of home improvement and honey-
do list services.  

• Just in Time Rentals, LLC, owned by Justin Pankau in Rock Port, covers equipment, long term housing       
rentals, and short term apartment/housing rentals.  

• Midwest Minisplitco, LLC, owned by James Sperber in Rock Port, specializes in sales, installs, and routine 
maintenance of minisplit ductless air conditioning units.   

• MK3 Construction LLC, owned by Tanner Martin, is a heavy equipment construction company based in   
Rock Port. 

• Nautihairs is a salon owned by hair designer/stylist Autumn Murry, and is located in Hidden Beauty on   
Main Street in Tarkio. 

• Paris Repair LLC is an auto repair shop at Exit 110 in Rock Port, and is owned by Topher & Jadyn Paris.  

• R3 Tree Service, formerly R3 Stump Removal, is owned by John Rightsell and based in Rock Port.  

• The Roost Eatery in Tarkio is owned by Doc & Katie Williams and Brooke Vette. The Early Bird serves     
breakfast and lunch, and The Night Owl (bar and grill) will be open soon for dinner! 

• Self & Soul LLC, owned by Cassie Hegstrom in Tarkio, provides spiritual coaching and guidance. 

• Super 8 and Rock Port Inn in Rock Port are now owned by Karen Brown and managed by Samona Carver. 

• TMJ Clothing, owned by Daryl & Sarah Wiley in Tarkio, sells graphic tees and other items. 

• True 2 U Retrievers, LLC, located in Tarkio and owned by Allen Wennihan, breeds top of the line hunting and 
hunt test dogs. 

• White Tee’s, owned by Melissa White, offers graphic shirts and boutique clothing, and is located on Main 
Street in Tarkio. 

• Wilder Boudoir LLC, owned by Lea Sutter in Tarkio, focuses on photography that empowers women and 
helps them feel confident and beautiful.    

 

CONGRATULATIONS to these new businesses. We are     
honored to support you! 
 

In addition to seeing businesses grow and thrive, ACDC    
also loves to recognize community improvement efforts 
throughout our county.  In June 2022, Tarkio Parks and    
Recreation began fundraising for a bleacher renovation 
and landscaping project at the Tarkio ballfield.  The goal 
was to allow for more seating, more handicap accessibility 
and beautification of the park. This volunteer board of 9 
(plus a City representative) started with $50,000 from the 
City and intended to use local contractors for all the work.  
In addition to utilizing traditional fundraising efforts in the 
paper and on social media, they built a class challenge 
campaign and held events almost monthly for nine 
months, with all proceeds going to this project.  They     
hosted Comedy Night, a Trivia Night, brought back Elf 
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Youth Professionalism Workshop, November 9 

Leadership Northwest Missouri is a program for community leaders interested   

in learning more about our region and enhancing their leadership skills. LNW   

participants from across our corner of Missouri meet in various locations throughout 

the region one day each month for six months. At the end of six months, LNW  

graduates will have received high-quality leadership training and an incredible number 

of connections and friendships.  
 

ACDC sponsors a LNW attendee from Atchison County each year. Please contact us  

for info on this program and to learn more about this scholarship opportunity.  

Completed Class of 2024 applications must be delivered or postmarked by  

November 1, 2023.  To apply, visit leadershipnorthwestmissouri.org   

Careers on Wheels, October 12 (rain date: Oct. 13) 

Attention AC Juniors! At our workshop at the TAC, you will gain some tips and tricks on how 
to be (and maybe how not to be!) a respectable, professional adult, and how to have a  
respectable, professional future from some outstanding community leaders who have 
(mostly :) figured this out. It will be worth your time, we promise.  

Leadership Northwest Missouri 

Through our Youth+Career programs, we connect young people with local business 

owners and employers.  Our goals are to ensure that AC graduates know about the 

many possibilities available to them here, and that businesses have opportunities to 

interact with students who will be assets to our business community in the coming 

years.  We are grateful to both our schools and our businesses, who recognize the 

value of these connections and work with us to make these programs happen!    

ACDC Youth+Career Programs: Fall 2023 

AC Freshmen, this event is for you.  As you look a few years down the road into your future, you see many 
choices. Our job is to show you what’s available HERE.  At this event, you’ll see career possibilities that  
exist outside of an office (“on wheels”).  On October 12, we’ll see you at the Rock Port City Park. 

 

#CelebrateAC, cont. 
commercials, and created community events where people could have fun together WHILE donating funds.  
Their original goal was to raise $50,000, but they ended up with around $60,000 and used all local contractors.  
We’re proud of their community-building methods of fundraising for this project, and the ballpark looks  
amazing.  Congratulations to Tarkio Parks and Rec on their 2023 Community Improvement Award!  
 

Several years ago, we created the Youth Beautification Grant in an effort to help cultivate leadership and   
volunteerism.  The Make AC Beautiful grant program gives youth ages 
10-17 (5th-11th grades) the opportunity to beautify an area that is not   
on school grounds.  Our goal each year is to support a beautification 
project in each of the three school district areas with $500 each.  This 
year we received one grant application and are pleased to announce 
that we will be contributing $1,500 toward this $2,000+ project, where 
some hard-working ladies will power wash, stain wood surfaces and 
paint the metal frames of the picnic tables in the shelter house and at 
the volleyball pit at the RP City Park and the bleachers at the south 
baseball field.  Congratulations to “Just Four Friends” (Cali Driskell, 
Avery Meyerkorth, Claire Spiegel, and Addy Maifeld)! Thank you for  
taking the lead on these improvements!   

 

http://www.leadershipnorthwestmissouri.org
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Mailing address: 
P.O. Box 243 
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#ShopAC: Thursday, November 16 

ACDC will be closed in observance of the following holidays: 
Columbus Day (October 9) • Veterans Day (November 10) • Thanksgiving (November 23-24) 

Mark your calendars, shoppers and AC   

supporters, for our annual, purposeful,  

countywide opportunity to Think AC First.  

On Thursday, November 16, participating AC 

merchants will stay open till 8 p.m.  Drawings, 

treats, deals, visits with neighbors and friends -  

just a few perks of our #ShopAC event! 
 

Our county has so much to offer, including           

businesses that work hard to serve you. Please 

make time to support our AC businesses during 

this event!  Follow us on Facebook/Instagram 

(@atchisoncountydevelopment) and read Atchison 

County Mail for details later this fall. 

AC Artisans invites local makers to sign up.  Vendors must sell goods that are homemade, 
homegrown, or value added (an item that has been altered in some way to add to its    
value).  Vendors will pay a nonrefundable $25 fee to participate in this event and will have 
access to a table and two chairs. To sign up, please visit https://www.facebook.com/
profile.php?id=100092975890056&mibextid=LQQJ4d (click blue Sign Up button).  
 

For more info, please visit the Facebook event page https://www.facebook.com/
events/727693689369136 or call/text Sandy Thompson at 660-253-7272. 

AC Holiday Makers Market: Saturday, November 4 

Atchison County Artisans  
is hosting its 2nd annual 
Holiday Makers Market at 
the Velma Houts Building  
on Saturday, November 4,  
9 a.m. - 2 p.m.  Shop for 
Christmas gifts made by 
local artisans, including 
woodworking, wood  
burning, stained glass,  
crochet, sublimated and 
vinyl crafts, pottery, baked 
goods, and so much more!    

Ready for our annual prompt to visit your  
local stores *BEFORE* heading out of town  

or online for Christmas gifts?  Here it is...  
 

#ThinkACFirst   #YouCanDoIt   #WeBelieveInYou 
 

Read on for some opportunities to support our  
amazing local businesses and artisans!  And be sure 
you are in our #ShopAC Facebook group so that you 

can stay up to date on holiday open houses for  
Flower Mill, Burlap & Bows, KG Buds and others!  

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100092975890056&mibextid=LQQJ4d
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100092975890056&mibextid=LQQJ4d
https://www.facebook.com/events/727693689369136
https://www.facebook.com/events/727693689369136

