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One of ACDC's favorite ways to celebrate is to recognize new businesses that have recently 
set up shop around Atchison County.  We are inspired by these hard working entrepreneurs 
who are creating their own futures (and growing our communities!) by providing products 
and services in our county and beyond.   

• A Place on Main, located on Main Street in Tarkio next to the post office and owned by  
Donovan Spears and Dara Whipple, is an event space with an arcade. Soon, A Place on 
Main will house a store selling antiques, man cave items, sports memorabilia, and other 
gifts. 

• A Step Above Dance Studio, located on Main Street in Rock Port next to Northwest         
Missouri Land Title, is owned and operated by Lynn Hunter and offers dance classes for 
students 4 years old and up. 

• Forest Finds Candle & Soap Co. LLC, owned by Gena and Ellee Lloyd in Rock Port, makes 
hand poured coconut soy candles, along with all-natural soap, skincare and beard       
products, and magnesium products. 

In case you weren’t one of the 65 people who attended this year’s celebration of all 
things #ACisAwesome, here is an awards summary for you! 

New business list continued on next page. 



ACDC was organized in the 1970s as a volunteer board.  Since 1995, ACDC’s board and full-time staff have worked to 
improve the business climate in Atchison County. Today, ACDC staff provides support to community organizations and 
collaborates with county, regional and state groups to better our county. The Mission of ACDC is to initiate, stimulate 
and facilitate opportunity in Atchison County through economic and community development. 
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#CelebrateAC, cont. 
• Greenlight Dispensary, located near the interstate in Rock Port and managed by Mike Farmer, offers medical 

and recreational marijuana and marijuana products. 
• Hoot & Holler, owned by Lori and Mark Staten, is located on the 3rd floor of Thompson Library at Tarkio Tech. 

They offer screen printing, sign making, letter jackets, patches, embroidery and more.    

• Jacob Erdman Agency LLC / Shelter Insurance, is owned and operated by Jacob Erdman and is located in Rock 
Port. This agency offers insurance coverage for home, auto, business, life, and more.  

• Kollyns Kandles, owned by Stephanie Athen and Brooklyn Jakub, makes hand poured 100% soy wax candles 
and melts, room sprays, body oils, and car diffusers. This business is named after a precious angel baby 
named Kollyns. 

• Linden Laser Engraving, owned by Brett and Summer Reeves in Tarkio, offers custom laser engraving on    
acrylic or wood signs, aluminum business cards, tumblers, keychains, corn hole boards, ornaments,              
engravings from handwritten notes, and much more. 

• Midwest Cleaning Service, owned and operated by Shelby Alsup in Tarkio, offers residential and commercial 
cleaning services. 

• Midwest Massage, located on Main Street in Rock Port across from the AC Library, is owned and operated by 
Jacie McMahon, LMT.  Jacie offers personalized therapeutic massages at her newly renovated building.  

• Parker + Clover Daycare LLC, owned and operated by Kori Chamberlain, is an in-home daycare for all ages in 
Rock Port. 

• Rickshaw Express LLC, owned and operated by Rick Shaw in Rock Port, transports RV trailers from the       
factory to dealers across the country. 

• River Rock Lanes in Rock Port is now owned by Melanie and Dennis Sherlock. River Rock hosts bowling 
leagues, offers bowling parties, and is open for lunch 4 days a week and for dinner on league nights. 

• Robin Lewis Designs offers unique freehand art on hats, designed and created by Robin Lewis in Fairfax.  
 

CONGRATULATIONS to these new businesses. We are honored to support you!  (If you want info on how to reach 

any of these businesses, please contact the ACDC office!)  
 

We love celebrating new businesses in our county, but we also want to honor those that persist, diversify, and 

grow.  Lola’s Paw Spa in Rock Port, owned and operated by Taya Jones, opened in 2020, offering dog grooming 

and nail clipping. This year, the Paw Spa relocated to a new location with three times the space and has added 

two additional groomers due to the demand for this service.  Lola’s Paw Spa has started construction on their 

next expansion, which will allow them to offer boarding.  Congratulations on this Business Expansion Award!   
 

We’re proud to see community improvement efforts that are often volunteer based, 

as is the case with this year’s awardee.  Rock Port Youth Athletics Association 

(RPYAA) has worked hard in the past couple of years to improve the baseball field     

in Rock Port.  With support from numerous grants, local donations, and the Rock 

Port R-II School District, they have completed an outfield fence project, upgraded to 

new aluminum bleachers, renovated the dugouts, added a concrete stub wall and 

netted backstop behind home plate, and replaced the softball field scoreboard.     

We are proud of everything RPYAA continues to do to promote and organize youth 

athletics.  Congratulations on this 2024 Community Improvement Award!  
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Youth Professionalism Workshop, November 7 

Careers on Wheels, September 26  

Attention AC Juniors! At our workshop at the TAC, you will gain some tips and tricks on how to be (and maybe 
how not to be!) a respectable, professional adult, and how to have a respectable, professional future from some 
outstanding community leaders who have (mostly! ;) figured this out.  

Through our Youth+Career programs, we connect young people with local employers.  We work to ensure that 

AC graduates know about the possibilities available to them here and that employers have opportunities to   

interact with students who will be assets to our community in the coming years.  We appreciate our schools and 

businesses, who recognize the value of these connections and work with us to make these programs happen!    

ACDC Youth+Career Programs: Fall 2024 

AC Freshmen, we loved seeing you and hope you enjoyed this event!  More importantly, we hope you learned a 
little something about the many career possibilities that exist outside of an office (“on wheels”) right here in AC.  
A huge thank you to the following businesses that participated this year: Mo Valley Ag, Atchison-Holt Ambulance 
District, Missouri Department of Conservation, Teten Home Improvement, Minter Funeral Chapels, Community 
Home Health and Restorative Care, Hometown Comfort, Atchison County Sheriff’s Office, Morehouse Electrical 
and Home Improvement, Double M Towing, Atchison-Holt Electric Coop, and Vestas.  

#CelebrateAC, cont. 
It’s hard to put into words or quantify 
the impact of the businesses and    
organizations that have been a part    
of our county for so long, we can’t   
imagine a time that they weren’t here.  
In the case of these two awardees, 
many of us don’t know an AC without 
them, because they have been here 
every day of our lives!  Though they 
serve two very different purposes, 
Community Hospital-Fairfax and 
Burke and Sons Lumber have been 
integral pieces of the fabric of our 

county for 75 years.  It’s a joy for us to acknowledge this incredible anniversary with Milestone Achievement 
Awards.  To Community Hospital-Fairfax and Burke & Sons Lumber, THANK YOU for 75 years of awesome! 
 

Finally, a quick shout out to Brady Minter and Ashlee Driskell for sharing their stories and how they chose AC as 
their place to live and work.  We’re so thankful these outstanding AC natives are here!  
 

We work hard to keep tabs on all the new businesses that crop up during the year, along with notable projects 
and moments that should be recognized at our annual meeting.  Please contact us when you learn of a new or    
expanding business, community project that deserves recognition, or anything else worth celebrating!  Join us 
in always looking for the good in Atchison County. 
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#ShopAC: Thursday, November 21 

ACDC will be closed in observance of the following holidays: 
Columbus Day (October 14) • Veterans Day (November 11) • Thanksgiving (November 28-29) 

Mark your calendars for our annual shop local 

event! On Nov. 21, participating AC merchants 

will stay open till 8 p.m.  (Several business will 

also accept passports on Friday, Nov. 22!)    

Drawings, treats, deals, visits with neighbors and 

friends - just a few perks of our #ShopAC event! 
 

Our county has so many businesses that work hard 

to serve you. Please make time to support them 

during this event!  Follow us on Facebook/

Instagram (@atchisoncountydevelopment) and  

read Atchison County Mail for details. 

AC Holiday Makers Market: Saturday, November 2 

Atchison County Artisans is hosting its 3rd annual  
Holiday Makers Market at the Fairfax Fire Station  
Community Room on Nov. 2 from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.  
Shop for Christmas gifts made by local artisans, 
including crochet, woodworking, pottery, baked 
goods, and so much more!    
 

Local makers, there still may be a spot for you!  If 
you sell goods that are homemade, homegrown, 
or value added and are interested in signing up, 
please call/text Sandy Thompson (660-253-7272) 
or Mary Salmond (660-253-0546).  

Here’s your annual reminder to visit your local stores 
*BEFORE* heading online or out of town  

for all the Christmas things!  
 

Read on for some opportunities to support our amazing  
local businesses and artisans, and be sure you are a  

part of our #ShopAC Facebook group so that you can  
stay up to date on holiday open houses and sales at  

Flower Mill, Burlap & Bows, Quilters Boutique,  
White Tee’s, KG Buds and so many others!  

Leadership Northwest Missouri is a program for community leaders interested in 

learning more about our region and enhancing their leadership skills. Participants 

from across our corner of Missouri meet in various locations throughout 

the region one day each month for six months. At the end of six months, 

LNW graduates will have received high-quality leadership training and 

built an incredible number of connections. Completed Class of 2025    

applications must be delivered or postmarked by November 1, 2024.     

To apply, visit leadershipnorthwestmissouri.org. 

Leadership Northwest Missouri 

http://www.leadershipnorthwestmissouri.org

