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Community Cleanup and Beautiɲcation Grant (*new!*) 

 

CC&B grant projects will: 

ɍ Be carried out by community volunteers.  Do something on 
your own, grab an extra set (or two) of hands to join you, or 
complete a project with your church/civic/community group. 

ɍ Utilize local businesses, vendors and services.  ACDC will pay 
local vendors directly.  Volunteers need not spend their own 
funds in order to carry out a project! 

ɍ Beautify a visible, public area of the community.  How could 
you improve a corner of your community? Projects could be 
as small as weeding sidewalks or as big as adding signage!  

 

ACDC will fund up to $1,500 total in CC&B grants in 2024, with grant awards ranging from 
$25 - $500.  This is a ɲrst-come, ɲrst-served grant, with applications considered in order 
they are received via mail.   
 
Contact ACDC for info on all of the above! 660-744-6562 / acdc@atchisoncounty.org 

ACDC GRANTS AVAILABLE 

Business ϥmprovement Grant Program 
 

Since 2013, ACDCɅs Business ϥmprovement (Bϥ) grant fund 
has leveraged sales tax dollars to assist AC businesses as 
they invest in themselves by upgrading infrastructure,    
enhancing facades, purchasing equipment, and more.    
The Bϥ Grant is funded at either $1,000 or $2,500,  
depending on the size of the project.   
 

Out of the $15,000 allotted to the 2024 program, $7,500  
is still available.  Applications are currently being accepted 
VϥA MAϥL ONLY.  Requests are considered in order they  
are received (by postmark) and will be awarded until all 
designated funds have been allotted.  

Youth Community Beautiɲcation Grant 
 

ACDCɅs Youth Beautiɲcation Grant is open!  Teams of at least  
three youth (5th-11th grade) may apply for a $500 (minimum) 
grant for a project that will beautify an area not on school 
grounds.  ACDC will fund a project in each school district area 
for a total of 3 grants.  Project examples include landscaping, 
cleanup, art, or recreation.  ϥmportant dates for the 2024-2025 
grant cycle: 

¶ APPLϥCATϥONS DUE: 10/1/24 

¶ Grant award winners notiɲed:  10/9/24 (ACDC Ann. Mtg.) 

¶ Projects must be completed by: 7/31/25 
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Each spring, ACDC connects juniors with AC businesses through our countywide job shadowing event, which  
encourages more in-depth interactions between students and adults who care about them and this place.   
We are grateful to the 29 entities that hosted 55 juniors on April 4: A Perfect 10, AC E911, AC Library, AC Road & 
Bridge, AC SheriϜɅs Oʛce, AC Veterinary Clinic, Advanced Pork Systems, Atchison-Holt Ambulance District, 
Atchison-Holt Electric Coop, Community Hospital-Fairfax & Clinics, City of Rock Port, DRB Construction, Happy 
Hills Gas & CoϜee Co, Hoot & Holler, Hurst Greenery, KellyɅs Welding, Jumpstart Nutrition, Meyerkorth Aviation, 
Midwest Data Center, Ottmann Electric, Quality Auto, Quilters Boutique, Paris Repair, Pleasant View Nursing  
Facility, Rock Port Oil & Tire, Rogers Pharmacy, Stoner Drug, SybertɅs Body Shop, and True 2 U Autobody & Repair.  
We appreciate how supportive our community is of our programs, and, more importantly, our young people.  

 New Emerging Workforce Program: 8th Grade Career Exploration Day 

Job Shadowing 2024: THANK YOU, BUSϥNESSES! 

One of our primary eϜorts at ACDC is connecting our students with AC adults (outside of a traditional/school 
setting!) who like what they do, in order to SHOW them that a successful life is possible here.  On March 19,  
AC 8th graders were introduced to dozens of careers available right here at home.  We started the day at  
Community Hospital-Fairfax (a poster child for how to engage young people on career opportunities), then 
bused over 70 students to Advanced Pork Systems, Hurst Greenery and Meyerkorth Aviation (where 
Cooper Nuclear's Linda Dewhirst also presented about their career options). We can't thank the businesses, 
organizations, school counselors and bus drivers enough for helping make this event happen.  
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ACDC Scholarship Recipients 

ACDCɅs scholarship program assists Atchison County graduates with any post-secondary training and  
education programs that can help them create a life here.  ACDC oϜers a $1,000 award in two categories, 
for a total of two scholarships per school: career/technical training (Kendal, Dakota and Garret) and 4-year 
degree programs (Jasey, Peyton, and ϥan).  ACDC is proud to honor this yearɅs scholarship recipients, and we 
congratulate all our applicants on their hard work and achievements during their education in AC. 

Kendal Straub, Fairfax, 
daughter of Justin & Alicia 
Straub, plans to attend NCMC 
to earn an Occupational  
Therapy Assistant license 
(then pursue a doctorate in 
OT). "Growing up in a tight knit 
community has taught me to be 
present in my community, help 
othersɎ and to be there for 
them in hard times. Being able 
to witness kindness and  
compassion my entire life has 
taught me how to treat people." 

Thoughts from your ACDC Director: Our kids love this place! 
 

Several years ago we spoke frequently about Ʉchanging the conversationɅ from focusing on what we lack to 
celebrating what we have.  ϥ donɅt know if our messaging actually changed anyoneɅs conversations, but hereɅs 
a new challenge: ask your kids what THEY think about this place.   
 

This year we changed our scholarship application essay from predictive (How will your future beneɲt AC?)  
to reɳective (What have you loved about growing up here?) and we savored every word.  We received 20 
scholarship applications and nearly every essay mentioned how thankful the applicant was to have grown up 
here.  These recent graduates have felt cared for and safe in their communities.  They recognize the beneɲts 
of growing up in a smaller school and community and they value the work and volunteer opportunities 
theyɅve been given.  They see their county as a place where people know, help and genuinely look out for 
each other (regardless of which school they cheer for during a cross-county sporting event!).   
 

People of Atchison County, please know that you are growing young people who feel loved and supported 
here.  Whatever youɅre doing, keep it up!  

Dakota Evans, Rock Port, son  
of Tierra & Cory Stoner and 
Chuck & Candice Staudenmaier. 
plans to attend Linn State Tech 
to pursue an Associates in  
Radiation Protection. "Growing 
up here made me who ϥ am today 
because of the countless job and 
volunteer opportunities there are." 

ϥan Stepp, Tarkio, son of Tony & Eryn Stepp, plans  
to attend Univ. of Missouri-Columbia to pursue a  
BS in Psychology. "ϥ wouldn't be the same without the 
inɳuences ϥ had while growing  
up in AC. The two things ϥ've  
loved the most are how friendly 
everyone is and the opportunities 
ϥ've had because ϥ've gone to a 
smaller school." 

Jasey Smith, Fairfax, daughter 
of Chris & Mandy Smith, plans to 
attend the Pre-Nursing (BSN) 
program at Univ. of Missouri-
Columbia. "Growing up, it felt like 
it wasn't just about the individual, 
it was about family and all the 
residents. People want other  
people to succeed. ϥn AC, we  
understand that this is how we 
maintain and thrive." 

Garret Rosenbohm, Tarkio, 
son of Marvin & Jolene  
Rosenbohm, plans to pursue an 
HVAC Technician degree 
through Southeast Community 
College. "My favorite thing about 
growing up [here] is the things ϥ 
have been able to accomplish 
because people in the community 
are so helpful; ϥ am so proud to 
be part of AC." 

Peyton Lager, Rock Port, son of Alan & Jill Lager, 
plans to pursue an Agronomy (Crop Science) degree 
through Northwest Missouri State University. 

ɈStudents that grow up in small 
communities have a better 
chance at learning and becoming 
successful. Smaller communi-
ties...work better together, which 
allows the students to be more 
involved in the community.ɉ 

 

- Monica 



 

 

Want to learn more 

about what we do 

or suggest how we 

can do better? Talk 

to us! 
 

321 S. Main Street 
P.O. Box 243 
Rock Port, MO 64482 
(660) 744-6562 
acdc@atchisoncounty.org 
 

Website: 
atchisoncounty.org 
 

Facebook/Instagram 
@atchisoncountydevelopment 

UPCOMϥNG EVENTS 
 

June: 
* 7-8: Tarkio Rodeo. Opening Ceremonies Fri., Mutton BustinɅ Fri-Sat, parade Sat. 

* 8: Doug Summa Memorial Car Show. Niedermeyer Park, Tarkio. 

* 16: FatherɅs Day Tournament. Tarkio Golf Club. 

* 21-23 & 28-30: The Music Man. Musical at Liberty Theatre. 

* 24-27: AC Library Summer Reading Program. Tarkio Resource Center. 
 

July: 
* 3: Glow Golf: RP Golf & Country Club. 

* 4: Rock Port 4th of July Celebration. RP City Park.  

* 8-12: Seussical Jr. Liberty Theatre Workshop (2nd-9th gr). Performances July 12-13.  

* 13: Outdoor Triathlon (NW MO Sportsman's Club). RPG & CC/AC Shooting Sports. 

* 13: Dueling Pianos (CH-F). Tarkio Community Building. 

* 15-20 Atchison County Fair. Fairgrounds, Rock Port. Sat: Parade. 

* 19-21 Westboro Wildcat Days. Softball tournament. 

* 20-21: 18th Annual Ryder Cup. Tarkio Golf Club / RP Golf & Country Club / MC GC 

* 23: Back to School Fair. Tarkio Community Building. 
 

August:  
* 10: Tarkio Parks & Rec Golf Tourn. Tarkio Golf Club. 

* 16-18: Fairfax Fair. Parade Saturday. 

* 27: Graves-Chapple Research Farm Field Day 

* 25-26: CH-F Golf Beneɲt Classic. RP Golf & Country Club. 
 

FARMERS MARKET 
 

Fairfax: Broadway & Main; every Friday; 7am-Noon 
 

RECREATϥON OPPORTUNϥTϥES 
 

Ball Fields:  Fairfax / Rock Port / Tarkio 
Bowling:  River Rock Lanes  
Golf Courses:  Rock Port Country Club / Tarkio Golf Club 
Parks:  Fairfax / Rock Port / Tarkio / Watson /  Westboro  

Pools:  Rock Port κ Tarkio   
 

 

For locations and additional details, visit atchisoncounty.org/recreation 

ϥf you want something to do this summer, look no further than your own backyard! 

 

SUMMER FUN ϥN AC! 
ACDC Board & Staff 
 

Directors: 
* Lori Seymour,    
President 
* Craig Corken,      
Vice President 
* Bob Alldredge, 
Treasurer 
* Eryn Stepp,          
Secretary 
* Jill Davis 
* W.C. Farmer 
* Mary Ann Hull 
* Roger A. Martin 
* JeϜ Meyer 
 

StaϜ: 
* Monica M. Bailey,        
Executive                        
Director 
* Stephanie True,                   
 Bookkeeper/      
Receptionist 
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Shop Local...Shop Small...#ShopAC! 

Save the Date for our annual #ShopAC event 
on November 21, held annually on the  
Thursday before Thanksgiving.    
 

For daily info, please join the #ShopAC  
Facebook group.  This is a dedicated space 
for our local businesses to share sales and 
specials. ϥf you are a business and want to 
participate there, call/email/message us.  
 

Want to support our local artisans?  Mark your calendars for the 3rd Annual Atchison 
County Makers Market, happening in Fairfax this year on Saturday, November 2, from 
9am-2pm. (Want to participate as a vendor? Contact Sandy at 660-253-7272 or Mary at 
660-253-0548). 
 

Thank you for supporting all things AC! 

www.facebook.com/groups/shopac 

atchisoncounty.org/recreation

