
 

 

 

SUMMER 2025 VOLUME 16, Issue 2 

IN THIS ISSUE… 
 

BI Grant, Funds 
Available  
 

Community    
Cleanup &    
Beautification 
Grant, Funds  
Available 
 

Thank You, ACDC 
Members 
 

Showing Up      
Matters! 
 

ACDC Scholarship 
Recipients 
 

Better Your      
Community and 
Start Where You 
Are 
 

Summertime Fun 
in AC 
 

Save the Date! 
Community Cleanup & Beautification Grant  

 

CC&B grant projects will: 

• Be carried out and orchestrated by community volunteers.  
Do something on your own, grab an extra set (or two) of 
hands to join you, or complete a project with your church/
civic/community group. 

• Utilize local businesses, vendors, and services whenever 
possible.  ACDC will pay local vendors directly.  Volunteers 
need not spend their own funds in order to carry out a     
project! 

• Beautify a visible, public area of the community.  How 
could you improve a corner of Atchison County?   

 

 

ACDC allotted $1,500 to the  2025 CC&B grant program and has awarded two grants so 
far to the Kiwanis/Optimist Baseball Program (new flagpole is up at the ballpark!) and    
Tarkio Rotary (swing pergola for Marvin’s Garden in front of the Nutrition Center!).  
 

These grant awards range from $25-$500, with $500 remaining this year.  This is a first-
come, first-served grant, with applications considered in order they are received.   
 
 
 

Contact ACDC (660-744-6562 / acdc@atchisoncounty.org)  
for more info on all of the above!  

ACDC GRANTS AVAILABLE 

Business Improvement Grant Program 
 
 

Since 2013, ACDC’s Business Improvement (BI) grant fund    
has leveraged over $200,000 sales tax dollars to assist   
Atchison County businesses with projects that enable them to 
increase efficiency, expand services, or maintain buildings and 
equipment. The BI Grant is funded at either $1,000 or $2,500, 
depending on the size of the project.   
 

BI Grant projects over the years have included storefront and 
facade upgrades, industry-specific equipment, parking areas, 
HVAC units, lighting, flooring, computers, roofs, software, point 
of sale products, signage, and other improvements.    
 

Congratulations to these six Atchison County businesses that have been awarded 2025 
grants and invested in themselves (and our county): A Perfect 10 Salon, All American 
Campground, Harbin Investments LLC, Rock Creek Seeds, Second Amendment Firearms 
LLC, and Stolt’s Fitness (The Gym).   
 

Of the $20,000 allotted to the 2025 program, $9,600 is still available.  Applications are 
considered in order they are received (via mail or at our office at 321 S. Main St., Rock 
Port) and will be awarded until all designated funds have been allotted.  



The Mission of ACDC... 
to initiate, stimulate and facilitate opportunity in Atchison County through  

economic and community development. 
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THANK YOU, ACDC MEMBERS! 

Thoughts from your ACDC Director: Why it’s important to show up for our businesses! 

Thank you to the 132 individuals, small businesses and corporations who have become 
ACDC members this year - you help us do even more great things for our county!  Also,   
how much do you love our beautiful membership sticker?  (We know you have it displayed 
prominently somewhere in your life!)  Thank you to honorary ACDC Member Lauren Clark 
for the assist with creating it!  If you need one of these amazing stickers, it’s not too late to 
become a member.  Just contact us at acdc@atchisoncounty.org or 660-744-6562. 

- Monica 

My kid has been dragged with his mother to so many things throughout Atchison County during his first     
dozen years on earth. Sometimes it’s a Salvation Army meeting (he only went for the treats at first, but I think 
he might be a Junior member by now), sometimes it’s to help set up tables and chairs for one 
of our meetings, sometimes it’s ACDC-related errands on a weekday in the summertime.       
One of the most important things he attends with me are business celebrations and ribbon 
cuttings.  I don’t take him out of school or away from other obligations to attend them, but if 
he’s available, he’s coming with me.  I think his first one was at Ag Partners’ new facility in 
2018.  (Please see the adorable 5 year old at right.)  
 

I’m not sure if you know this, but kids are less excited about such things during the super fun junior high 
years, and the other day he gave me a little pushback about “WHYYYYYYY?” he had to go.  I got on my soapbox 
and he understood pretty quickly, maybe because it wasn’t his first time hearing it!  I decided it was a pretty 
good lecture, so I’m going to share what I can remember of it with all of you.  Ready? 

“Jack Bailey, you will not graduate high school without understanding 
all the awesome that exists in this county.  I spend hours of my life 
trying to figure out how to connect you kids with your community so 
you get it, so you don’t say or think things like, “we have nothing here, 
we have to drive to get everything, we have no businesses, there’s 
nothing here!”  I have no idea if what we do will sink in, with any of 
you, but we’re going to keep doing it, because it matters.  YOU are 
going to every ribbon cutting you can, because you WILL understand 
what a ginormous deal it is that these people open businesses, that 
they do so much work to provide this to people in our county.  YOU 
will understand that the fact that these businesses start and grow is 
WHY our county is awesome.  You will understand that the work    
people do all over our county is such a big deal.  And also, there will 
probably be cookies.” 
 

And now, a little Mom Voice encouragement (ahem) for all of you…      
Every business opening is worth celebrating.  It’s a moment in time, 
and while it’s not the same as patronizing the business going           
forward (which is critical!), it matters.  Showing up for these new and 
expanding businesses is as important as showing up for our kids’ 
events, which we do so well as a community.  I implore you to make 
every effort to be there for the ribbon cutting and the open house 
(and the cookies).  Congratulate them for what they have brought      
to or sustained in our county.  Tell them you’re thankful for all the 
hours they’ve spent behind the scenes to get to this point.  Let them 
know that you see them, you celebrate them, and you value their    
contribution to our home.  I promise you won’t regret it.  

A Place on Main, Tarkio 

The Gym, Rock Port 

The Inn on Main, Fairfax 
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ACDC Scholarship Recipients 

ACDC’s scholarship program assists Atchison County graduates with any post-secondary training and  
education programs that can help them create a life here.  ACDC offers a $1,000 award in two categories, 
for a total of two scholarships per school: career/technical training (Ryker, Ryland, and River) and 4-year 
degree programs (Clayton, Ryan, and Cole).  ACDC is proud to honor this year’s scholarship recipients, and 
we congratulate all our applicants on their hard work and achievements during their education in AC. 

River Dow, Tarkio, son of   
Tommy & Blu Dow, plans to 
pursue a degree in Aviation 
Maintenance from Iowa  
Western Community College.   
"I have always felt welcomed and 
encouraged to participate with 
any group working toward our 
countywide betterment. AC 
stands out in its opportunity for 
adults to teach and youth to 
learn responsibility and  
dedication." 

 

Jeff Siegler runs a website and           
Facebook page called “Revitalize, or 
Die.”  He’s worth a follow and shares 
truths like these that resonate with the 
efforts we see and encourage in AC.  
One of Jeff’s themes is to take action, 
to just start, and to do something     
right now, right where you are.  We are 
glad to support individuals and groups 
that are taking action to improve their 
corner of our county through our   
CC&B Grant (see page 1!) and our 
Youth Beautification Grant (next round 
coming soon!). 

Ryland Garst, Rock Port, son  
of Jason & Michelle Garst, plans 
to attend NW Missouri State 
University to study Ag Business. 
"I love farming and plan to stay 
in Atchison County." 

Cole Anderson, Tarkio, son of 
Krystal Anderson & Ryan  
Anderson, plans to attend   
Univ. of Missouri-Columbia to 
pursue a BS in Computer       
Science. "From the welcoming 
community, school environment, 
and the competitive and           
successful sports nature, I  
couldn’t have imagined a better 
place to grow up.”   

Clayton Vernon, Fairfax, son    
of Garret & Jennifer Vernon, 
plans to earn a BS in Computer 
Science at Univ. of Missouri-
Columbia. "From friends to   
sports to the community, Atchison 
County is the best place to grow 
up. This county is my home, I love 
everything about it." 

Ryker Parks, Fairfax, son of 
Mallory Fisher & Lee Parks, 
plans to pursue an Agribusiness 
degree through Missouri Valley 
College. "Life lessons from both 
the golf course and local farmers 
have helped me appreciate the 
history and greatness of Atchison 
County, motivating me to care for 
the land as I grow up." 

Ryan Lucas, Rock Port, son of 
Jon & Kristen Lucas, plans to    
earn a Mechanical Engineering 
degree at Missouri University of 
Science & Technology. “Growing 
up in a rural area has allowed me 
to explore many different things 
that many people would not have 
access to.  Through intergenera-
tional care, generosity, and a drive 
that keeps everything going, our 
county is truly home to me.” 

 

  

www.revitalizeordie.com https://www.facebook.com/RevitalizeOrDie 



 

 

Want to learn more 

about what we do 

or suggest how we 

can do better? Talk 

to us! 
 

321 S. Main Street 
P.O. Box 243 
Rock Port, MO 64482 
(660) 744-6562 
acdc@atchisoncounty.org 
 

Website: 
atchisoncounty.org 
 

Facebook/Instagram 
@atchisoncountydevelopment 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

June: 
 21-22: Steel Magnolias. Musical at Liberty Theatre. 

 15: Father’s Day Tournament. Tarkio Golf Club. 

 20-21: Tarkio PRCA Rodeo. Parade Saturday. 

 21: Doug Summa Memorial Car Show. Doug Summa Park, Tarkio. 

 23-26: AC Library Summer Reading Program. AC Library - Tarkio Branch. 
 

July: 
 3: Glow Golf: RP Golf & Country Club. 

 3-5: Rock Port 4th of July Celebration. RP City Park.  

 5: NWMTPA Tractor Pull. Fairgrounds, Rock Port. 

 12: Tarkio Airshow, Gould Peterson Memorial Airport. 

 14-19: Atchison County Fair. Fairgrounds, Rock Port. Parade Saturday. 

 18: Dueling Pianos (CH-F). Tarkio Community Building. 

 18-20: Westboro Wildcat Days. Softball Tournament. 

 19-20: 20th Annual Ryder Cup. Tarkio Golf Club / RP Golf & Country Club / MC GC. 

 21-25: Shrek Jr. Liberty Theatre Workshop (2nd-9th gr). Performances July 25-26.  

 30: Back to School Fair. Tarkio Community Building. 
 

August:  
 9: Books & Breezes Kite Festival. Tarkio Airport. 

 15-16: Fairfax Fair. Parade Saturday. 

 22-23: CH-F CommuniTEE Golf Benefit. Mound City GC. 

 26: Graves-Chapple Research Farm Field Day 
 

FARMERS MARKET 
 

Fairfax: Broadway & Main; every Friday; 7am-Noon 
 

RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Ball Fields:  Fairfax / Rock Port / Tarkio 
Bowling:  River Rock Lanes  
Golf Courses:  Rock Port Country Club / Tarkio Golf Club 
Parks:  Fairfax / Rock Port / Tarkio / Watson /  Westboro  

Pools:  Rock Port / Tarkio   
 

 

For locations and additional details, visit atchisoncounty.org/recreation 

If you want something to do this summer, look no further than your own backyard! 

 

SUMMER FUN IN AC! 
ACDC Board & Staff 
 

Directors: 
 Lori Seymour,    

President 
 Craig Corken,      

Vice President 
 Bob Alldredge, 

Treasurer 
 Eryn Stepp,          

Secretary 
 Jill Davis 
 W.C. Farmer 
 Mary Ann Hull 
 Roger A. Martin 
 Jeff Meyer 
 

Staff: 
 Monica M. Bailey,        

Executive                        
Director 

 Stephanie True,                   
 Bookkeeper/      

Receptionist 
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Save the Dates: ACDC Annual Meeting and #ShopAC events! 

ACDC’s Annual Meeting will be held on  
September 10, at the Velma Houts Building in RP.  
All are welcome to join us as we #CelebrateAC! 
 

Our annual #ShopAC event (November 20),      
is held annually on the Thursday before        
Thanksgiving.   If you are a brick and mortar  
business that hasn’t participated before and 
would like to this year, contact ACDC! 
 

Want to support our local artisans?  Mark your calendars for the 4th Annual Atchison 
County Makers Market, happening at Tarkio Tech this year on Saturday, November 8, 
from 9am-2pm. (Want to participate as a vendor? Contact Sandy at 660-253-7272 or Mary 
at 660-253-0546). 
 

Thank you for supporting all things AC! 

www.facebook.com/groups/shopac 

We’ll keep an updated 
list of summer fun on 
our FB page - let us 
know if we should  

add anything! 

atchisoncounty.org/recreation

